
LONG AGO AND FAR AWAY

Caro ls  and  hymns  f rom a l l  over  the  wor ld  te l l  t he  fami l i a r
even ts  o f  the  Chr i s tmas  s to ry ;  bu t  "Long  Ago  and  Far
Away"  inc ludes  in  i t s  re f ra in  the  reason  fo r  God 's  ac t ion
i n  c o m i n g  a m o n g  u s !  W h a t  v e r b s  i n  t h e  l a s t  l i n e  g i v e  t h e
reason ?

W i t h  " q u i c k  a r i t h m e t i c , "  f i g u r e  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y
c a r o l  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y _ y e a r s  o l d .  W h y  t h e n ,  w o u l d
verbs in  Ihe present  tense (comes,  loves,  saves,  f rees)  be
used instead of  verbs in  the post  tense (came, loved,  saved
a n d  f r e e d ) ?

You ' re  ve ry  c lose  to  the  mos t  remarkab le  sec re t  o f  Chr i s tmas !  The
eoch time persons re-discover the meoning of God's love among us.
a  "new b i r th "  wh ich  saves  and  f rees  us  to  par t i c ipa te  in  the  m i rac le
o r ig ina l  na t i v i t y  even t !
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W h y  w o u l d  t h r e e  f u l l  c o u n t s  b e  u s e d  f o r  e a c h  s y l l a b l e  i n  t h e  w o r d  " J e s u s ? "
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Cont ras ts  in  mus ic  he lp  emphas ize  impor tan t  c l imaxes .  Wr i te  a
con t ras t  w i th  the  fo l l ow ing :

F A S T  C R E S C E N  D O

L EG ATO E V E N

A n d  t h e  m o s t  u n i q u e  c o n t r a s t  o f  a l l  -  i n  a  w o r l d  f i l l e d
s h o u l d  c o m e  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n  t o  b r i n g  u s  " L O V E . "
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w i t h  " H A T E , "  i s  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  C h r i s t m a s


